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So before we jump into our next Baptismal Covenant Commitment in this series. I 
want to point out something for you to consider as you contemplate these 
commitments.  

Have you noticed, there is this movement from, inward to outward. These 
commitments move us from being the church gathered, community to becoming 
the church scattered, a Church engaging the world. 

Now the thing we must recognize and acknowledge about Christ Church is that 
we are really good at being the church gathered. We are excellent at creating 
community, formation, holy space and place, worship and equipping and 
encouraging personal sanctity. We do the first 2 baptismal covenant 
commitments pretty good. Not perfect but pretty good. But once we start 
venturing into proclamation, service and striving for justice and peace we start 
getting a little shaky and unsure of ourselves. And to be perfectly honest we are 
much more comfortable having our little church community which we drop into 
weekly or periodically so we can express our faith and seek God’s face but we 
are reticent and resistant to invest in a more holistic sense of our calling which 
draws us out into the world through proclamation, service and striving for justice 
and peace. 

Now I know this is a sweeping generalization and certainly doesn’t apply to 
everyone here but I think generally it is pretty accurate of Christ Church and to be 
honest, most Episcopal Churches. But unfortunately our Baptismal Covenant, if 
we are going to take it seriously,  challenges our status quo, and our fourth 
Covenant Commitment nudges us or rather grabs us by the scruff of the neck, 
asking, “Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons loving your neighbor as 
yourself.” 

This prompts the age old question; Who is my neighbor? Well, they are all 
people, in and around our lives. They are the folks with which we share our lives, 
directly and indirectly, from your family members to your co-workers to the clerk 
at the grocery store. 

I believe our 4th covenant commitment is actually challenging how we see the 
people all around us. And we need to be challenged because we live in a world 
where we are becoming more and more anonymous to each other, to the point 
where we begin to see people as objects. 

This idea is promoted by our entertainment industries, which portray people as 
one dimensional and shallow and our consumer economy, which has propagated 
the idea that the customer is always right, where businesses will bend over 



backwards to please their customers. They will absorb great abuse and if 
necessary they will eat their shoes in order to keep us happy. And we as 
members of a consumer economy and superficial anonymous culture have 
begun to internalize a sense of entitlement and self centeredness which reduces 
others to objects for our pleasure or derision and I believe it is destroying the 
fabric of our society and perhaps even our souls. 

 I fear that we have become so accustomed to having our every whim and desire 
catered to and being told we are always right, and that our opinions are truth that 
those who serve us and live with us have slipped into the realm of objects just 
playing supporting roles in our self centered lives. 

JoEllen and I were at Target a week before Christmas, last year. And we watched 
a grown man berate a young employee because the clerk asked the man for his 
ID to purchase alcohol. It was obvious the man was in his fifties and it was a 
waste of time and a bit ridiculous to ask  this grown man for his ID but the clerk 
was just following company policy. And this guy lit into the employee in the most 
despicable way. I was appalled by the mans behavior, and embarrassed for the 
employee. The man eventually, under great duress, produced his ID and huffed 
out of the store with his box of Chardonnay tucked under his arm. JoEllen 
whispered to me, “I think he needs a hug” and I thought to myself  “what have we 
become?”  Have we become so desensitized to the people around us that we 
can treat another human being with such disregard over such a trivial matter? 
And the answer is yes, we see it on TV endlessly, even in our presidential 
debates.  

Now before you exonerate yourself saying, “I would never do that”, have you 
ever done it to a customer service person on the phone? Or pounded out a 
scathing email, and pressed send? Or laid on your horn with furious intent 
at that stupid idiot who is trying to make a left hand turn on University in the 
middle of rush hour, cursing the very womb that produced such a moron. I have.  

Here’s a little confession, when I am outside these walls in the world I am a bit of 
a jerk, really.  When I go to the dentist and the hygienist wants to chat me up. I 
usually say. “I would prefer to be quiet”. Now you could say that is appropriate at 
a dentist. Because it’s a bit unfair to engage someone into a conversation when 
their mouth is full of  cotton balls, drills and other sorted sadistic instruments.  

But the truth is, I am the same way when I get my hair cut, or work out, or any 
thing else. I am not chatty.  I am not rude either, I am just sort of indifferent.  

Now, I justify my behavior saying, “well I am interacting with people and take care 
of people all the time in my professional life therefore, I need a break and 
recharge my batteries”. But the truth is, I am just not interested. I hate to say it.   
I don’t know the names of my neighbors  nor do I have an interest in getting to 
know them.  I have not proclaimed the good news of God in Christ to them.  



Perhaps I have done the opposite by being an aloof and indifferent priest. 

In essence when asked, “will you seek and serve Christ in all persons and love 
your neighbor as yourself?” My answer is, “I will, within the church but outside the 
church, not so much”.  

I am convicted by this covenant commitment. And Paul’s words this morning in 
our Epistle are no help. “So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making 
his appeal through us” ugh! 

I think Paul’s words get to the crux of the matter, God has saved us and marked 
us as his own in Baptism, where we have died with Christ so we could rise to 
new life in him, given the Holy Spirit to reflect his glory in the world, so others will 
come to know Him, Love Him and Follow Him. 

In other words, this whole thing, really isn’t about us. As much as Madison 
avenue wants us to believe it is. The truth is we have been called to a higher 
calling, to be God representatives, his ambassadors in the world. But, here’s the 
problem.  I know all that. So do you. And I can do it and should do it but there is a 
part of me that just doesn’t want to do it. I want to be anonymous in the world. 
I am a self centered and self absorbed human being who wants it to be all about 
me. And if it doesn’t benefit me in some way I am not really interested. Now that 
doesn’t mean I am rude or go out of my way to berate poor shopping clerks, I am 
polite but unless it is a glaring example of need or injustice, I am just 
disinterested. I hate to admit it. It’s embarrassing. But it is true and I am so sorry 
you have chosen such a horrible human being as your rector. I am convicted by 
this baptismal covenant. How about you? 

And so I have to go back to baptismal covenant commitment number two. “Will 
you resist evil and when ever you fall into sin repent and return to the Lord” and 
say, “Lord, I am sorry, change me, give me a new heart, to love others as you 
love them, give me new eyes that I may see others as you see them. Lord I 
confess my hardness of heart, my indifference and self centeredness. I repent. 
Give me the power, courage and desire, most importantly the desire to seek and 
serve you in all people, not seeing them as objects to meet my needs or whims  
nor as objects of derision or contempt. But to see them as your glorious and 
precious, beloved. Just as I know, I am your glorious and precious, beloved. As 
we are all, your glorious and precious, beloved. Empower us with the Holy Spirit  
that we would seek and serve you in all people and love our neighbors as 
ourselves. That we might live as your ambassadors, so you can make your 
appeal to the world, through us. Amen. 

  
  



Baptismal Covenant Discussion Questions

Covenant 4

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 
yourself?

1. According to your understanding and experience who is your neighbor?

2. Liking and loving are not the same. In the original Greek text, the word for love 
is a verb (actions taken on behalf of another) not a feeling. Given that, how does 
that influence your understanding of loving your neighbor?

3. How do you understand the promise to seek Christ in all persons since clearly 
not all persons are members of Christ’s Kingdom and not all persons are easy to 
love?

4. What has been your experience serving Christ in all persons?

5. What makes the fulfilling of this promise to seek and serve Christ in all persons 
somewhat difficult?


